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I. (Intro) Jean Toomer’s life experience from being multiracial in America during the Harlem Renaissance not only influenced his literary works, but also affected his outlook on life.

II. The Harlem Renaissance occurred during a time where African American’s weren’t readily accepted in America. Multiracial people were met with even more challenges.

a. Social classes in the 1920’s (Source 1)

b. Racial Tensions (Source 1)

c. Segregation by choice (Source 1)

d. Being multiracial and what it means in America (Source 2)

e. General acceptance of multiracial as a concept. (Source 2)

III. Jean Toomer came from a very diverse ethnic background.

a. Description of his features compared to characteristic African American Features. (Source 3) (Source 4)

b. Going to both Black schools and white schools (Source 3) (Source 4)

c. He was allowed to go to good colleges (experiences) (Source 3) (Source 4)

d. Relocating to teach in Sparta. (Source 3) 

e. Began writing Cane, the literary masterpiece. (Source 3) 

IV. Cane, the literary masterpiece.

a. Concept of the Novel(Source 3) 

b. Influence of Waldo Frank (Source 7) (Source 4) (Source 5)

c. Explanation of racial themes in the story. (Source 4) (Source 7)

d. Toomer’s Theory of American Racial Identities (Source 7) (Source 3) 

e. Public Reaction to Cane (Source 1,2,3,6,7)

V. Conclusion

a. Being multiracial and able to pass as white gave Toomer many unique opportunities and experiences which are reflected in many of his writings.

